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CBSE Class XII Board Examination 2026

Time allowed: 3 hours Maximum Marks: 80

General Instructions:

. The paper has 34 questions in five sections (A—E); all questions are compulsory.

. Section A: Q1-21 are multiple-choice questions of 1 mark each.

. Section B: Q22-27 are short-answer questions of 3 marks each; answer in about 60—80 words.

. Section C: Q28-30 are long-answer questions of 8 marks each; answer in about 300-350 words.
. Section D: Q31-33 are source-based questions with three sub-questions, 4 marks each.

. Section E: Q34 is map-based (5 marks); attach the map to the answer book.
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. Some questions in Sections B and C have an internal choice; attempt only one alternative.



SECTION A
Multiple choice type questions. Q1-21 carry 1 mark each.

Match the Harappan sites (Column I) with the present-day region where they lie (Column II)
and pick the correct option.

Column I: a. Manda, b. Kalibangan, c. Rakhigarhi, d. Lothal

Column II: 1. Haryana, 2. Gujarat, 3. Rajasthan, 4. Jammu

(A) a-1,b-2,c-3,d-4 (B) a-3, b-4, c-2, d-1

(C) a-2,b-3,c4,d-1 (D) a-4,b-3,c-1,d-2

Put these prehistoric ages in the order in which they occurred (earliest first):
I. Chalcolithic Age

II. Mesolithic Age

ITI. Neolithic Age

I'V. Paleolithic Age

A) LIV, 1L I B) IV, 11, 111, I

©) ILIIL I, IV (D) IIL L IV, II

Which of these is Panini's work on the grammar of Sanskrit?

(A) Sushrut Samhita (B) Natyashastra
(C) Ashtadhyayi (D) Abhigyanshakuntlam

Which pair of ancient dynasty and its lineage is correctly matched?

(A) Kanvas — successors of the Mauryas
(B) Mauryas — successors of Mahapadma Nanda
(C) Satavahanas — successors of the Kushanas

(D) Shakas — successors of the Chalukyas

Fill in the blank: Every early city had its own story. started out as a village, but in
the fifth century BCE the rulers of Magadha moved their capital from Rajagaha to this place.
(A) Vidisha (B) Taxila

(C) Ujjain (D) Pataliputra

Which statements about Jainism are correct?

I. Vardhamana Mahavira was born in the 5th century CE.
II. Mahavira was the 24th tirthankara.

II1I. Jains worship Lord Shiva in the form of Mahavira.

IV. Jainism lays great stress on ahimsa (non-violence).

(A) Only I and II (B) Only II and III
(C) Only IIT and IV (D) Only IT and IV



10.

11.

12.

13.

The paper shows a photograph of a large hemispherical stone mound with a square railing

(harmika) and umbrella on top, a stone railing and a stone gateway around it, standing on a hill

with a flight of steps leading up. Identify the monument.

(A) Amaravati Stupa (B) Sanchi Stupa
(C) Bharhut Stupa (D) Sarnath Stupa

Which of these chronicles was written by Abu'l Fazl?

(A) Babur-Nama (B) Humayun-Nama
(C) Akbar-Nama (D) Padshah-Nama

Between which two sides was the battle of Talikota (Rakshasi-Tangadi) fought?

(A) Krishnadeva Raya and the rulers of Madurai, Ikkeri and Mysore

(B) Rama Raya and the rulers of Bijapur, Gingee and Bidar

(C) Krishnadeva Raya and the rulers of Golconda, Kolar and Chandragiri
(D) Rama Raya and the rulers of Bijapur, Golconda and Ahmadnagar

Which temple of Vijayanagara was meant for the use of the king and his family only?

(A) Vitthala temple (B) Chidambaram temple
(C) Hazara Rama temple (D) Virupaksha temple

Identify the traveller from these clues:

* A 14th-century traveller from Morocco

* Trained in Islamic law (sharia)

* Made qazi (judge) of Delhi by Muhammad bin Tughlaq

(A) Al-Biruni (B) Seydi Ali Reis

(C) Ibn Battuta (D) Mahmud Wali Balkhi

Who wrote the travel account titled '"Travels in the Mogul Empire'?

(A) Francois Bernier (B) Roberto Nobili
(C) Duarte Barbosa (D) Marco Polo

Find the WRONG pair (Sufi teacher — place of dargah):
(A) Shaikh Muinuddin Chishti — Ajmer

(B) Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki — Delhi

(C) Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya — Agra

(D) Shaikh Fariduddin Ganj-i Shakar — Ajodhan



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Assertion (A): Guru Nanak Dev ji preached nirguna bhakti.

Reason (R): For Guru Nanak, the Absolute ('rab') had no gender and no form.
(A) Ais true and R is the correct explanation of A

(B) Ais true, but R is not the correct explanation of A

(C) Aistrue, but R is false

(D) A is false, but R is true

Which statements correctly describe the Bombay Deccan in the 1840s—1850s (after the
revenue rates were lowered)?

I. Cultivation expanded a lot in this period.

II. Prices of farm produce kept rising steadily.

I11. Peasant risings were frequent because of economic distress.

IV. The agrarian scene was largely progressive.

(A) Only I and III (B) Only Il and IV

(C) Only I and II (D) Only IIT and IV

Which was a major long-term result of the Permanent Settlement for Indian peasants?

(A) More land came to be owned by farmers  (B) Investment in agricultural technology

(C) Greater exploitation and indebtedness (D) End of every kind of landlordism

Which American President played a decisive part in the American War of Independence?

(A) Abraham Lincoln (B) Thomas Jefferson
(C) John F. Kennedy (D) George Washington

Why did the British see the Revolt of 1857 as a serious threat? Choose the best reason.
(A) It damaged their world trade

(B) It shook the whole colonial system of the world

(C) It brought all sections of Indian society together

(D) It caused their defeat in South India

Which pair of local leader of 1857 and the region where he led the revolt is correct?

(A) Gonoo — Chotanagpur (B) Shah Mal — Hyderabad
(C) Kunwar Singh — Kanpur (D) Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah — Arrah
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21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Identify the leader:
I. He moved the Objectives Resolution in the Constituent Assembly.
II. He moved the resolution that the national flag should be a horizontal tricolour of saftfron,

white and dark green in equal bands, with a navy-blue wheel in the centre.

(A) Sardar Patel (B) Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru
(C) Dr. Rajendra Prasad (D) Dr. Radhakrishnan

Match the women members of the Constituent Assembly (Column I) with the province they
represented (Column II).

Column I: I. Sarojini Naidu, II. Hansa Mehta, III. Vijayalakshmi Pandit, IV. Rajkumari Amrit
Kaur

Column II: a. Central Provinces, b. United Provinces (Uttar Pradesh), c. Bihar, d. Bombay

(A) I-a, TI-c, TTI-b, TV-d (B) I-c, II-d, TTI-b, IV-a
(C) I-b, T-a, IT-c, TV-d (D) I-d, TI-b, I1I-a, TV-c
SECTION B

Short answer type questions. Q22-27 carry 3 marks each.

Examine how John Marshall, as Director-General of the Archaeological Survey of India,

changed Indian archaeology.

Explain why the stupa at Amaravati was ruined.
OR
Explain the importance of Puranic Hinduism in early India.

Ibn Battuta was struck by how efficient the Indian postal system was. Explain this with

examples.

Describe why the Kamalapuram tank and the Hiriya canal were important sources of water for
Vijayanagara.

OR
Describe how Domingo Paes saw the city of Vijayanagara.

Analyse the steps the British took to put down the Deccan riots of 1875 in the Bombay

Deccan.

Explain the main features of the Government of India Act, 1935.



28.

29.

30.

SECTION C
Long answer type questions. Q28—30 carry 8 marks each.

"Epigraphy is a valuable source for reconstructing history, but there are limits to what it can
tell us." Justify this with suitable arguments.
OR

"Historians have used many kinds of sources to rebuild the history of the Mauryan empire and
to explain how it was administered." Justify with suitable arguments. (5 + 3 marks: sources +

administration)

Explain how agriculture developed in the Mughal period (16th—17th centuries).
OR

Explain the role of women in agrarian society in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.

Louis Fischer wrote that non-cooperation became the name of an epoch in the life of India and

of Gandhiji. Explain this statement with examples.
OR

"Gandhiji launched the Salt March for several reasons, and it became a very significant

movement." Explain with examples. (4 + 4 marks: reasons + significance)



31.

32.

33.

SECTION D
Source based questions. Q31-33 carry 4 marks each (1 + 1 + 2).

Source: 'A Mother's Advice' — from the Mahabharata. When war between the Kauravas and the
Pandavas had become almost certain, Gandhari made a final plea to her eldest son
Duryodhana: making peace would honour his parents and well-wishers, a wise king controls
greed and anger, and war brings neither dharma, wealth nor happiness, and not even sure
victory. Duryodhana ignored her, fought and lost.

31.1 What was the main cause of the conflict between the Kauravas and the Pandavas? (1)
31.2 Why did Gandhari advise Duryodhana not to go to war? (1)

31.3 Why did Duryodhana not listen to his mother's advice? (2)

Source: 'Declining a Royal Gift' — Amir Hasan Sijzi describes a scene at Shaikh Nizamuddin
Auliya's hospice in 1313. A local ruler sent the Shaikh deeds to two gardens and a lot of land,
with tools and provisions, giving up all his own rights. The Shaikh refused, saying fields and
gardens were no business of his and none of his spiritual masters had done such things. He
then told how Shaikh Fariduddin had once accepted Ulugh Khan's (later Sultan Ghiyasuddin
Balban) money for the dervishes but returned the land deeds, telling him to give them to those
who wanted them.

32.1 What did the local ruler offer the Sufi saint? (1)

32.2 How did the saint react to the offer? (1)

32.3 Why did the Sufi saint accept money? Explain. (2)

Source: 'What talugdars thought' — Hanwant Singh, Raja of Kalakankar near Rae Bareli,
sheltered a British officer during the revolt of 1857 and escorted him to safety. While parting,
he told the officer that the British had checked the titles to estates and in one stroke taken lands
his family had held for generations; he had accepted it, but now that the people had risen, after
saving the officer he would lead his retainers to Lucknow to drive the British out.

33.1 Explain Hanwant Singh's grievance (anguish) towards the British officer. (1)

33.2 How had the taluqgdars been given privileges by the earlier rulers? (1)

33.3 Explain any two causes of the taluqdars' dissatisfaction with British rule. (2)



SECTION E
Map based question. Q34 carries 5 marks (34.1: 3 marks, 34.2: 2 marks).

34. (a) On a political outline map of India, locate and label:

(1) Nageshwar — a mature Harappan site
(i1) Kashi — an early state (mahajanapada)
(ii1) (a) Goa — an area under Aurangzeb
OR

(ii1) (b) Thanjavur — a medieval town

(b) On the same map two centres of the Indian national movement are marked:
A: aplace in eastern Uttar Pradesh close to the Nepal border (near Gorakhpur)
B: a place on the south Gujarat coast near Navsari
Identify A and B.

— END —

Questions restated from the CBSE Class XII Board Examination 2026 (set 61/1/1) for practice. Reading passages and map items are described,

not reproduced.



